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From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

Dear People of God at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
 

     March 15th - Many of you might remember that day.  It might even be someone’s birthday or 

anniversary.  For our community, it was the last day we held worship at Swan’s Trail before we closed 

down the building.   

 

     I heard a couple of weeks ago that of all the churches in the Snohomish area, only 6 have not 

returned to in-person worship, and Swan’s Trail is one of those 6.  But in terms of the Lutheran 

churches, of the 13 churches in our cluster, I don’t believe any are offering in-person worship at this 

time. 
 

     Don’t think we haven’t talked about it as a leadership team.  Don’t think every time I record worship 

or have folks send in the recorded lessons and music and “thanks be to God” it does not cross my mind.  

When can we be together again?   
 

     We are now coming upon some special services, the Christmas Cantata at Swan’s Trail, 

Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve.  Can’t we please be together for those services at least?   
 

     The same pain and heartache we felt on March 15th is the same we will continue to feel.  We have no 

plans at this point of coming back together for two simple reasons:  love of God and love of neighbor.  

It seems to me our desire to be back together as a community has to be tempered with a deep concern 

for our neighbor, the other.  I want to be there, you want to be there, and yet we all have said, “I don’t 

want to be the cause of someone catching this virus.”   I know the risks are low, probably more likely to 

be hit by a car, but who wants to catch this thing, even if the risks are low?  Who wants to put another 

person in that position?  And if we can avoid that, we do so, on behalf of the neighbor, the other.   
 

     I know this strains our relationship with the community, it strains our desire to be together and 

worship and fellowship, it makes it harder to feel connected, but we have to put all that aside for the 

care of our neighbor, the other.  It has to cease being about me and making sure others are and feel safe.   

     I know we have heard that the cure can’t be worse than the disease.  We have to open sometime and 

the marking of that time is more than a razor thin thing.  Open too soon and we potentially risk the 

health and safety of others.  Open too late and we run the risk of having no one who feels connected to 

the church any longer.  All have scattered to other communities who have opened, never to return.   

     I am trusting that none will scatter because we chose to wait a bit too long.  I am hoping folks 

understand the balance we need to walk so when we do return we have done so in a way that insures the 

health and safety of all who walk through the doors.  
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           Let me leave you with this thought.  The Plague was raging through Europe and of course folks 

were scared for their lives.  Martin Luther was asked (presumably) “If the Plague came raging through 

Wittenberg should I leave with my family to safety?”  Luther answered (presumably)  “Of course you 

should leave Wittenberg…….unless your neighbor needs you.”   
 

     We are called in this time to think about our neighbor, the other.  What does our neighbor, the other, 

need from us?  I think they need us as a church of Jesus to care for the neighbor, the other, and keep 

them safe.  And until we as a people and a nation get a handle on this, we follow the science, we follow 

the guidelines, we follow the health community, we must remain closed.  It pains me deeply to type 

those last 4 words.  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 

 and for all people according to their needs: 

Sharon and Bogdan as they start their life together. 

Donna Garland and family on the loss of her mother, Pat Wheeler 

Cathy Karlsen and family on the loss of her mother 

Laurie Cole Holmes on the loss of her son, Dylan 

Kathy Compton and the Vaughn family on the loss of Tom Compton to cancer 

For health concerns: 

For Pastor as he deals with heart health issues 

For Donna Kloes and Jody Rohde for healing from shoulder surgery  

Erica Farmer’s twin sister Erin, concerning a cancer diagnosis and treatment 

Jennifer Lachapelle 

Richard McCutchan’s sister 

Heidi Ferria, Pat Heifort's daughter 

Joanne Walther 

Bo Henderson 

Juli Reed, who is struggling with MSA 

Karla Kloes’ sister, Fara Schwencke, brother-in-law, Brad, and Mother 

For all others who are in need of healing and wholeness, 

For peace in the Middle East, Iraq, and all over the world, 

For Pastor Tom and our Congregational Leaders 

and for all people according to their needs: 

Into your hands, Oh, Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

trusting in your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

THANK YOU TO: 
 All those who continue to contribute to the process of providing our weekly worship 

services! 

 Those who sponsored and all who attended the wonderful “Drive By Wedding Shower” for 

Sharon and Bogdan – it was a great experiment even in the rain! (a photo collage is attached) 

 Those who continue to care for our church home – inside and out 

 Doug Garland and all the Church Council members for developing a plan for safe and 

limited use of our church building. 

 To Dean Kloes for providing a Sunday School opportunity, even in these difficult times. 

 
 

 

 
 



MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY SERVICE – Pat Pehling 
SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE 

I delivered the third round of school supplies last week to Riverview School!  They had asked to wait 

until after school started to find out what additional supplies were still needed.  When I was checking 

out, a lady in line behind me asked what all the supplies were for.  When she heard, she handed over a 

$10 bill to help!  Sometimes it is amazing where you find kindness!  Between her donation and a great 

discount, there will be one more shopping trip!  Thank you to those who supported this ministry! 

THANKSGIVING & CHRISTMAS BASKETS 

Good Shepherd Lutheran will again be giving donations of food to local families who do not have all 

that would make good holiday meals.  Please bring non-perishable food items to drop off at church on 

Saturday, November 21, between noon and 2pm.  If you would rather, you may donate funds to buy 

perishable foods. Make your check payable to: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and make sure it is 

clearly marked for holiday baskets (either mail by November 17 or deliver  on November 21).  

Families will be from our congregation, Riverview Elementary School, and Snohomish ECEAP (Early 

Childhood Education & Assistance Program). Thank you to all for your generosity to those in need! 

LOOKING FORWARD TO CHRISTMAS 

We also will be sponsoring gifts for several families in need for Christmas. We will send out a list in 

the December Newsletter with more information.  

 

MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION –Dean Kloes 
CHRISTIAN LEARNING  

The youth are meeting at the church each Sunday morning at 10:30am for Sunday School.  We are using 

the Warner Press Sketch curriculum and practicing social distancing per the guidelines established by 

the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church council.  If you have children interested in attending, please 

contact Dean Kloes at 360-563-0520. 

 

MINISTRY OF FELLOWSHIP – Marilyn Sheppard 
Since we are unable to offer our usual Advent Faire, we still want you to be able to create your Advent 

Season projects!  At the Holiday Basket Food Collection on Saturday, November 21, noon – 2pm, you 

will be able to pick up an Advent Log, candles, greens, holly and ribbon for your own creation of an 

Advent Log and be ready to join Pastor Tom in lighting the first candle on the first day of Advent, 

November 29. 

Then, on Saturday, December 5, you can come by again to pick out a pre-made swag, bow and cones to 

create your own door swag for yourself or to give away.  Watch the December newsletter and emails for 

more information. 

 
 

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP & MUSIC – Pat Davis 
 

During this month of Thanksgiving it is time to say thank you to each other as we all contribute to 

making our virtual worship services so meaningful and special.  During this time when we cannot be 

together in person it is so wonderful to see the smiling faces, hear the laughter and share the joy of our 

church family members as we all say "Thanks be to God". 
 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEVOLENCE FUND 



Remember that we have a Committee who gets to give money away to good causes!  The Benevolence 

Fund generates income that is available each year through application.  Requests may be for personal 

issues or for organizations.  If you have a need or know of a need, please contact the Committee Chair, 

Pat Veale, at 360-668-8877 

 

SPECIAL OCCASIONS IN OUR CONGREGATION: 

(If we don’t have your family’s special dates, please write them down and  

pass it along to Pastor Tom or Pat Pehling - we’d like to include everyone!) 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

November   1 Kevin Ess 

    5 Kathy Breece 

    7  Kourtney Holton 

    9 Meade Fox, Bruce Richards 

  10 Brittany Reed Menday & Thomas McCutchan 

  11 Tim Danner 

  12 Billie Nilson 

  16 Nancy Moen 

  17 Brianne Robinson 

  21 Patrick Vaughn, Beth Morrison, Don Siewert,  

   

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

November     3 Bruce & Debbie DeVault,  

   10 Fred and Kandi Eldridge 



Lutheran Counseling Network Faith and Everyday Life, 2020 
 

November 
For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not 

for harm, to give you a future with hope. (Jeremiah 28:11)  

In this verse, Jeremiah reassures the people of Israel, who are in captivity in Babylon, 

that God has a plan for them. But if we read the verse out of context, we can miss the 

real point of it. Earlier in this chapter, the false prophet Hananiah gives the Israelites the 

fake promise that God will free them from captivity in Babylon after just two years. 

Jeremiah assures the Israelites that God has good things in mind for them, but in a 

different way than they expect. It’s not all about going home, about being delivered 

from adversity, says God. Instead, God directs the Israelites to “seek the peace and the 

prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, 

because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” (29:7) God eventually delivers the 

Israelites from captivity. But not for another generation. God’s plan is for this 

generation to stay put and help prosper the nation that holds them captive. Instead of  

removing them from their suffering, God promises to be with them in their adversity, 

and to help them transform it, for the good of all. It’s this way for us as well. We may 

wish God would free us from suffering. Instead, God promises to be with us in our 

suffering, giving us a future with hope, and providing us the tools we need to create 

change, not just for ourselves, but for our children, our neighborhoods, our 

communities, our world.  

Written by a staff member of Lutheran Counseling Network 

 
 



  
 

 
 

Poinsettias for our Sanctuary 
 

I will donate _____ Poinsettia(s)  

 

_____In Memory of______________________________________________________ 

 

_____In Honor of________________________________________________________ 

 

 

___Enclosed is $10 for each Poinsettia 

 

Or  

___I will deliver to church by December 1 

 

Name_______________________________________________________________________



 


