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Dear people of God at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
 

     Hope you continue to be safe and well during these virus and vaccine times. 
 

     Grace and faith and resurrection life.  Not sure there is any logical connection for 

the next step but how about we go after God’s Spirit or the Holy Spirit. 
 

     Once again, we find a progression of thought in our Holy texts.  The Spirit, or 

better yet, “breath” of God is present at creation.  The breath of God is the creative, 

life giving force behind God’s creativeness.  It is that which gave life to Adam the 

“dirt bag” in Genesis 2 and which continues to fill our lungs today.  It is that breath 

that Jesus give up on the cross in John’s account of the crucifixion.  That breath that 

is Gods’ is returned at death to the One who gave it. 
 

     The Spirit of God then becomes the empowering force in the lives of individuals 

throughout the Old Testament.  The Spirit of God would be given to particular ones 

for a particular task and then when the task was completed the  

Spirit would return to God until another time.  The celebration of Pentecost becomes 

the occasion where the Spirit, once given to individuals, was now given to everyone 

without restriction or regard.  It would be for everyone. 
 

     The Spirit of God continues to be connected and associated with feats of great 

power and boldness, still the accomplishing of tasks in the world otherwise 

unattainable by cowardly human beings.  Once the Spirit of God came upon the 

disciples in a locked room because of their fearfulness, they are later unafraid and 

boldly confessing Jesus to the world, even in the face of their own deaths for doing 

so. 
 

     The Spirit of God holds a particularly important place in Lutheran theology among 

others, in the creation of faith in those who hear the good news of Jesus Christ.  

Lutherans and others believe that faith, the ability to trust is beyond us.  Faith is not 

something we can muster up on our own.  Faith must be created in us by God’s Spirit, 

emphasizing the creative power of the Spirit maybe over against the feats of great 

power and boldness part.   
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     It is not enough to say to people “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” and leaving 

folks on their own to do what is commanded.  To do so would leave “salvation” in the 

hands of individuals to accomplish, violating the salvation by grace alone idea.  

While faith is necessary, it is God who will create that in us so that we can still hold 

to salvation by grace alone.  We add nothing to the equation, God does it all, so we 

can take no credit at all or wonder why others don’t believe like we do.  We are 

simply called to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ and we must leave the rest, 

namely the creation of faith, to God.  I know that sounds scary but the alternative is to 

look with leering eyes at those who can’t seem to muster up faith like we have and 

aren’t we more wonderful for it?  You see the problem. 
 

     We will be celebrating the Day of Pentecost, the day when the creative Spirit of 

God was poured out on all people, later in the month of May.  It is the day to 

remember the author of all life, the author of all faith, the author of all creation, the 

author of the new life to come.  Amen, Come  Holy Spirit! 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 

 and for all people according to their needs: 

Pastor Tom and Family on the loss of his Father, Emery Rohde 

For health concerns: 

Andrea Cottle for undiagnosed medical issues 

Bob Amberson 

Erica Farmer’s twin sister Erin, concerning a cancer diagnosis and treatment 

Richard McCutchan’s sister 

Heidi Ferria, Pat Heifort's daughter 

Bo Henderson 

Juli Reed, who is struggling with MSA 

Karla Kloes’ sister, Fara Schwencke 

For all others who are in need of healing and wholeness, especially those affected by 

COVID 19 

For peace all around the world, 

For Pastor Tom and our Congregational Leaders and for all people according to their 

needs. 
 

Into your hands, Oh, Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
(Names will continue to be included on the Prayer Request list 

 for six months unless Pastor Tom is notified differently) 

 

 

THANK YOU TO 
 Dean Kloes for his dedication to teaching Sunday School even during COVID times! 

 All those who have continued to provide our virtual worship services! 

 Those who will be mowing, weeding and trimming around our church home! 

 The Choir members (and Bonnie) who managed technology and contributed to special music 

 Those who are working to make our up-coming in-person worship possible! 
 

 



MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY SERVICE–Marilyn Errey 
Although we are currently not meeting for worship, there are other ways to help each other and the 

community. Once we start in-person worship, you are welcome to re-start food bank contributions 

that will be delivered to Snohomish Food Bank. 

Area Food Banks are very much in need of assistance – both volunteers and donations.  Cash 

donations  actually are more useful since they can leverage funds more effectively then we can as 

individuals. 

Snohomish Food Bank has an on-line donation opportunity at http://snohomishfoodbank.org/dgx-

forms/donate-online/  or checks can be mailed to P O Box 1364, Snohomish WA 98291 

Drop off donations to: 1330 Ferguson Park Road (Behind The National Guard Armory, Fire Station 

and Hagen Grocery complex off Avenue D) (360) 568-7993.   

Maltby Food Bank also has a website for donatons: https://www.maltbyfoodbank.org/donate-and-

volunteer/  or 21104 86th Ave SE Snohomish WA  98296 (please check website for specific drop 

off hours. 

If you have a more local food bank to support, they all have information on line. 
 

Blood Banks are also desperately in need of donations.  If you are able, please consider a possible 

life-saving action if you are able. 
 

If you are in need of any assistance (home help, shopping help, etc.) please let me know.  

(425.334.1220 or swanstrail@outlook.com 

 

MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN LEARNING – Dean Kloes 
May 30th will be the last day of Sunday School before taking a break during summer.  A special 

thanks to the students and parents for helping to make this a year to be reminded of God's great love 

for all of us. 

 

 

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP– Pat Davis 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the outdoor Easter service.  It was so wonderful to 

celebrate Easter together with all of you.  Even though the weather was a bit brisk; being together to 

worship was very special. 
 

With COVID protocols being somewhat “fluid” this month we are proceeding with plans to worship 

together in the sanctuary THIS SUNDAY, MAY 9 AT 10:00am.    As with everything else during 

this Time of COVID…watch for more information from Pastor Tom.   

 

 

MINISTRY OF GOD’S HOUSE  Chad Masche–  
Gardening Work Party: It’s that time of year!  We will be starting to have our monthly gardening 

work parties on the third Tuesday of every month.   The first work party will be Tuesday, May 18th 

starting at 5:00pm.  We get a lot done during these work parties, but we will need more hands to get 

ahead of the weeds and trimming shrubs/bushes.  Any time you can contribute is very much 

appreciated.  No experience is necessary - your time and a good attitude is all that is required. 
 

[Our hope is to offer some BBQ/Grilling for our volunteers at our future work parties] 
   

Projects are continuously being recognized, planned and completed. If you see something in need 

of repair, a safety issue, or have an idea for improvements in and around the church, please let me 

know so they can be addressed.     
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Please feel free to contact me, my email is swanstrail@outlook.com, and my number is 

425.334.1220.    

 

SPECIAL OCCASIONS IN OUR CONGREGATION 
(If we don’t have your family’s special dates, please write them down and  

pass it along to Pastor Tom or Pat Pehling - we’d like to include everyone!) 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

May  1 –Debbie DeVault 

 13 – Paul Toutonghi, Kaia Thoreson 

 15 – David Blaske 

20 – Mary Nelson 

 22 – Colter Fox 

 25 – Kayla Lachapelle, Jim Flynn 

 27 - Joanie Gilbert 

 29 – Tammy Holten 

 31 - Chris Homme 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

May 1   -  Weston & Lisa Robinson 

May 13 -  Allen & Nancy Soderblom    

May 15 -  Dell & Renee Deierling 

May 17 –  Chris & Juli Reed 
 

 

Lutheran Counseling Network Faith and Everyday Life 
 

May 2021 

Romans 8:26 (NRSV), “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 

how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.”  

In my estimation, it is impossible to journey through this life without experiencing at some 

point an absence of words or spiritual energy to cope with our pain. Those moments - or even 

seasons - of loss, despair, numbness can leave us feeling isolated from the Divine and from one 

another, feeling increasingly immobile and hopeless. Although the discomfort can become 

excruciating, these times are actually an invitation to lean into the Spirit as well as for God to reach 

out and into us. It is not about the “right” prayer. It is not about the “right” behavior. It is not about 

getting God to listen. For the Spirit is already present in our grief, anger, loneliness - even our 

disbelief.  

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness…” As a young adult, I found myself in a 

difficult situation. I suddenly felt far from God’s attention, affection and ultimately God’s grace. 

“…For we do not know how to pray as we ought…” Many tears were shed, many journal pages 

filled with self-loathing and hopelessness. One afternoon after an exhausting shift at work, I laid 

down for a nap. And I dreamt. God and I were alone in the middle of the vast universe. I shielded 

my face, stomach in knots, seeking a way out of God’s presence. But God simply stood before me… 



and wept. No words were exchanged. God wept with me, not because of disappointment but because 

my pain was also God’s pain. God joined with my tears, leaving my despair without any purpose.  

Be encouraged in your weakness. You are profoundly known and profoundly loved. 

Although your story is different than mine, God’s Spirit will pursue you to the ends of the earth, 

regardless of feelings and circumstances. Those will come and go. But the Spirit is ever present and 

“intercedes with sighs too deep for words” on your behalf. 

Written by a staff member of Lutheran Counseling Network 

 

 


