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Dear people of God at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 

     Hope you are all safe and well. 

     As you might know or maybe you don’t, we were given a lovely gift of security 

cameras at the church.  They are at various places around the building and one inside.  

So if and when you walk up to the front door, look up and smile.   

     The cameras have picked up a bit of activity at the church, especially on the east 

side alcove area, where the yard hydrant and hoses are located.  Apparently our 

church has become the place for a couple of folks to come and bathe themselves.  For 

sure they are washing their hair.  If it was not for the camera, we would not know 

they were there. 

     They don’t leave a mess, they use the water, they wind up the hose and then they 

are gone.  It maybe happens a couple of times a week and it always happens in the 

early morning hours. 

     What is your initial response to such activity?  At first I was a bit upset.  I don’t 

feel good about folks using the church without asking, not that they really could.  

Then I came to my compassionate senses and felt badly for them.  I wondered what 

circumstances lead to their needing to bathe outside, in the dark, with no doubt very 

cold water.  I wondered what circumstances lead to their lack of resources, even the 

most basic of them like water and shelter.   

     I came to understand that our church can provide for folks in ways we did not 

even imagine.  If we can provide a bit of water and a place to get clean what harm is 

there in that?  If we can provide resources that some seem to lack, why would we not 

want to do that?   

     My concern is that word might get around that Swan’s Trail is a free place to get 

water and wash up. (Big whoop!)  And I would be concerned about garbage and 

litter, which there has been a little of that. (Really?)   But the more I thought about it, 

I soon came to realize, as long as they don’t make a huge mess and roll the hose back 

up, what’s the big deal?  So I needed a bit of compassion altering to see folks who 

are in a very desperate situation and they believed our church might be gracious and 

generous enough to accommodate them in their need.  I hate it when I get caught. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs:  
Sharon and Bogdan as they start their life together. 

Donna Garland and family on the loss of her mother, Pat Wheeler 

Cathy Karlsen and family on the loss of her mother 

Laurie Cole Holmes on the loss of her son, Dylan 

Kathy Compton and the Vaughn family on the loss of Tom Compton to cancer 

For health concerns: 

For Pastor for speedy recovery from a concussion from a fall 

For Donna Kloes and Jody Rohde for healing from shoulder surgery  

Erica Farmer’s twin sister Erin, concerning a cancer diagnosis and treatment 

Jennifer Lachapelle 

Richard McCutchan’s sister 

Heidi Ferria, Pat Heifort's daughter 

Joanne Walther 

Bo Henderson 

Juli Reed, who is struggling with MSA 

Karla Kloes’ sister, Fara Schwencke, brother-in-law, Brad, and Mother 
 

Into your hands, Oh, Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

trusting in your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

THANK YOU TO 

 Those who have kept our lawns mown and gardens weeded....and helped with other projects 

through the summer! 

 To all those who have been helping at the monthly work parties - with projects and providing 

the meal! 

 To all those who are contributing to the virtual worship services – especially Pastor Tom, Jody 

Rohde, Jillian Rohde Nofziger, Tangerine Travel and those reading lessons and sending in the 

“Thanks be to God” videos! 

 

MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY SERVICE– Pat Pehling  
Thank you to the Benevolence Fund Committee and to several members of Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church for all the school supply donations for students at Riverview School. The school 

volunteers were excited to see so many items to help the students and school!  I have made two 

deliveries so far and am planning for a third so there is still time to make a contribution to support 

our local school children. Some students, hopefully, will be returning to school in late October so 

the school will let me know what additional supplies are needed. 
  

Food Bank Donations - The need for contributions (non-perishable food or monetary donations) is 

still very much needed.  Please support your local food banks as you can. 
 

Community Service plans for the rest of the year include the following. (Other ideas are 

welcome.): 

 Thanksgiving Baskets- donations will be due by November 22 

 Christmas Baskets – gifts and food 

 McDonald’s gift cards for Community Kitchen dinners in December 

 

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP & MUSIC – Pat Davis 



As the season turns from summer to fall who knew we would still be unable to worship in our 

beloved sanctuary at Swan’s Trail?  It is absolutely wonderful that we continue to have such great 

worship services prepared and presented by Pastor Tom.   

 

It has been delightful to see the many creative and fun ways everyone has of saying “Thanks be to 

God”.  Thank you to all our talented musicians who keep us “in tune” with the beautiful music we 

have grown to love at Swan’s Trail.  Heartfelt thanks to everyone who has read the lessons. Pastor 

Tom’s messages continue to fill us with hope and courage for each new day.  

 

While we wonder when we can “gather together” again in person, what a blessing it is to have the 

technology that allows us to praise and thank God for all our many blessings.  Please continue to let 

Pastor Tom know that you are ready, willing and able to read the lessons and send pictorial “thanks 

be to God” for use in our Sunday Service. 

 

With hugs from afar. 

 

BRIDAL SHOWER - A post wedding bridal shower for Sharon Danner Bozhinov  is on 

October 11, 2020.  Since we will not yet be able to be in-person, we will have a Drive-By 

celebration for Sharon and Bogdan.  Included or attached is an invitation.  They are 

registered at the following stores if you are interested in ideas, needs, colors, themes, etc.: 
 

Bed, Bath, and Beyond 
https://www.bedbathandbeyond.com/store/giftregistry/viewregistryguest/548450495?eventType=W
edding 
Target tgt.gifts/sharonandbogdan  
 

Amazon https://www.amazon.com/wedding/share/bogdanandsharon 
 

 

 

Special Occasions in our Congregation 
(Check with Pastor Tom or Pat to be sure your family's special dates – 

Birthdays and anniversaries - are included in the appropriate month!) 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  TO    HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO_______ 

October  4 - Sharon Danner Bozhinov   October 19 Pat & John Veale 

  5 - Gus Melnyk & Wes Robinson 

  9 – Skip Sheppard 

 ` 10 - Kimberly Lipke 

  11 - Jack Walkley 

  18 - Anders Thoreson 

  22 - Cindy Martina 

  24 - Katie Kloes Greeny 

  26 - Tyler Goodnight 

  29 – Bruce DeVault 

  30 – Chris Nofziger 

  31 - Juli Reed  

https://www.bedbathandbeyond.com/store/giftregistry/viewregistryguest/548450495?eventType=Wedding
https://www.bedbathandbeyond.com/store/giftregistry/viewregistryguest/548450495?eventType=Wedding
https://www.amazon.com/wedding/share/bogdanandsharon


 

FAITH AND EVERYDAY LIFE – Lutheran Counseling Network 

 

September  - Luke 13:10-17  

We humans like it when things are settled. When we know what to expect. This gives 

us comfort. We like it when we can count on God to be the same yesterday, today, 

and always. When we know what to expect. It settles us. But so often Jesus breaks 

the rules, upsets our world view, defies our expectations. When this happens, we 

don’t know what to do. We may object. We may even reject his love, his healing, his 

forgiveness. That’s how it was for the leader of the synagogue in this story. Jesus 

healed a woman who had been bent over in pain for 18 years. Everyone should have 

been happy, right? But this gift of healing came in a way that was unexpected, 

unorthodox. The leader of the synagogue didn’t know what to make of it. He 

objected. He cited the rule book. He told people to come back and get their healing 

on the appointed day. Jesus is clear. He directly challenges the leader of the 

synagogue, and the human-made restrictions we want to put on God. Have some 

common sense, he seems to say. You water your animals on the Sabbath. “And ought 

not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan bound for 18 long years, be set 

free from this bondage on the Sabbath day?” Wow. Preach it, Jesus. Just when we 

think we have God figured out, Jesus breaks in and shakes us up. It can be unsettling. 

But the thing we can count on is that God is about love, and he sends Jesus to shake 

us out of our rules and our expectations, in order to discover, over and over again, 

what that love is really all about.  

October  - Psalm 34:18  

I recently visited Rancho La Hermosa orphanage near Primotapia, Mexico. In this 

orphanage there were more than 20 children, who previously had been living on the 

streets. The mission of the orphanage is to rescue children from the streets and 

provide them with school, clothing, food and a future. I saw God’s light in these 

children.  I saw them playing and enjoying their summer vacation with clothing, 

good food, love and care. Ordinary people are donating their time and money to build 

school rooms and more dorms to continue restoring these children. Seeing the work 

the orphanage is doing changes my perspective on how to give back.  I realize one 

week is not enough to really help others.  I have been thinking of ways to continue 

the call to help others.  There are many in our communities that need help. My plan is 

to be able to do that. This is what God calls the church to do.  God calls us to help 

widows and orphans. To show each child that they are valuable and worthy of love 

and care.  That God has loved them from the beginning of time. God knew about 

each of them before mom or dad or anyone else.  He calls his creation perfect.  He 

never makes mistakes and has a purpose for each of these children. How has God 

blessed you and called you to help others?  I invite you to ask God to reveal how you 

can help in your community, your church, or to the ends of the earth. 
 


